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This Fall
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cultural

cornucopia

awaits visitors to Paris this
fall, especially for travelers
looking for something a
little off the beaten path.
Two

top-tier

museums

will reopen after multiyear renovations as part
of an exciting new season
of festivals, top-notch art
exhibitions, and the city’s
leading food and wine
events. There’s plenty to
inspire a last-minute trip if
you haven’t booked already!

ModernLifestyles.tv 11

PARIS NEW MUSEUMS
Esteemed as much for research
and scholarship as for its stupendous
collections, the Musée de l’Homme—in
the iconic Palais de Chaillot—reopens on
October 17 after a six-year total overhaul.
New state-of-the-art displays focus on
the question, “What does it means to be
human?” Exhibitions are filled with the
museum’s priceless artifacts, including
everything from the 20,000-year-old
Venus of Lespugue to Descartes’ skull.
There’s something fascinating for all ages
here, plus an enticing restaurant and a
gift shop.
This beautiful new Musée de Parfum
Paris (free admission) is dedicated to
the art and history of perfume making.
Opened by the Costa family, founders of
the renowned Grasse-based perfumer
Fragonard, the museum tells the story of
French perfume through historic objects
and the family’s own vast collection of
art objects, vials and bottles, distilleries,
and more, many exhibited for the first
time. You’ll want to linger in the museum
shop where knowledgeable guides offer
samples to help you find the perfect
fragrance.
NOT-TO-MISS EXHIBITIONS
A pioneer in surrealist art and a friend
of Picasso and Braque, Wifredo Lam is
considered one of the leading lights of
modernist painting. He was influenced
by surrealism, magical realism,
modernism, postmodernism, and AfroCuban symbolism, and an exhibition
of his work at the Centre Pompidou
(September 30–February 15) takes a
welcome new look at this artist who
transcended cultural boundaries.
The Grand Palais is hosting the first
retrospective (September 23–January
11 devoted to the extraordinary artist
Elisabeth Louis Vigée le Brun, who began

12 ModernLifestyles.tv

her career in the courts of Louis XV,
where she painted his fashionable wife,
Marie Antoinette, and his children. Vigée
le Brun triumphed over the limitations
of a modest background and the usual
constraints of her gender to become
one of the most accomplished and
celebrated portraitists of eighteenthand nineteenth-century Paris.
It’s an excellent time to discover, or
rediscover, one of Paris’s hidden gems.
Now through February 14, the superb
Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature
features two extraordinary exhibitions.
In one, there are twenty canvases by
the American painter Walton Ford
(created for the exhibition) that play on
the tradition of academic zoological
painting with irony, humor, and the
artist’s singular vision. In the other,
wildlife photographer George Shiras
presents a sublime and magical world of
animal life at at night.
ARTS FESTIVALS
A hotly anticipated fall event, each
year the Festival d’Automne assembles
a world-class roster of performers
in contemporary dance, theater,
performance, art, cinema, and music
in venues in and around Paris. There’s
everything from jazz performances by
La Monte Young in the soaring SaintEustache church to the Trisha Brown
dance company performing at the
National Theatre de Chaillot. Find a
detailed calendar of events and ticketing
online.
Gathering all the top names in
contemporary art, this year’s FIAC (Foire
Internationale d’Art Contemporaine)
runs from October 21–25 at the Grand
Palais and several other venues around
town including the Tuilerie Gardens,
Place Vendôme, and the Jardin des
Plantes.

ModernLifestyles.tv 13

FOOD FESTIVALS
Each fall, Paris hosts a roster of
irresistible events around food and
wine. This city is the world epicenter of
chocolate, and the Salon du Chocolat
(October 28–November 1) presents and
awards the world’s greatest chocolatiers.
The yearly Fêtes des Vendanges de
Montmartre (November 7–11), a fiveday blowout party celebrating the
grape harvest at Paris’s last producing
vineyards on the heights of Montmartre,
features music, dancing, children’s
events, beekeeping and winemaking
classes, fireworks, tastings and the
introduction of the 2014 cuvee. And
then, for four glorious days, wine lovers
can taste to their hearts content the
great appellations from every corner
of France, including bio and natural
wines, at the Paris edition of the Salon
des Vins des Vignerons Indépendents
(November 26–30). A small admission
price gets you a tasting glass and free
reign of more than 325 winemakers,
plus plenty of French regional delicacies
for a delicious lunch or dinner break.
A NOTABLE NEW BOUTIQUE
Indulge your inner shoe fetishist at
Paris’s chicest department store. Le
Bon Marché’s new L’Espace Souliers, a
designer-shoe salon, is the latest mecca
for the very best in women’s French and
European shoe design. The soaring, skylit
space assembles hundreds of shoes,
including pairs that are personalized
and made-to-measure.

14 ModernLifestyles.tv

A HOT NEW HOTEL
It took the newly opened Les Bains
about a nanosecond to become the
hottest spot in the Marais. With a chic
bar, restaurant, spa, in-hotel fashion
boutique, stylish rooms, and parties
every night, you hardly need to leave
the premises. Ask for a room with a
terrace or an outdoor shower, a first in
the city.
DELICIOUS EATS
Speaking of the Marais, the wonderful
new Maison Plisson is the place to go for
a quick bite, take-home gourmet meal,
or simply to see and be seen. A gourmet
grocer on one side and a stylish café
on the other, you’ll find an excellent
handpicked selection of the best French
delicacies, from jams and chocolate
to Champagne, foie gras, and fresh
produce. The café, with its huge outdoor
terrace, serves delicious warm dishes,
cold salads, gourmet sandwiches,
natural wines and juices, and desserts,
all reasonably priced considering the
neighborhood.
Nearby, the new gastropub Rosemary
hasallthebestFrench-inflected, gourmet
British comfort food. Everything is chic
yet totally unpretentious, and the staff
is friendly and eager to please. Order a
Pimm’s classic cocktail or a hand-pulled
Siren craft brew to go with your housepickled trout or beef Wellington. Greatvalue prix-fixe menus for lunch and
dinner make this a bargain to boot.
Electronic Reprint Permission given by Fodar’s Travel for
Jenifer Ladone. Photo Credits: © M.N.H.N. - JC Domenech,
Benjamin Chelly, courtesy of Centre Pompidou, Gabriel de
la Chapelle, courtesy of Les Bains, © JP Baltel
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GOLF
T

HILL COUNTRY
he Palmer Course at La Cantera, at just
under 7,000 yards in length, might be
one of the best kept secrets in the
United States. Designed by Arnold
Parmer, this golf course was carved
right out of the beautiful hill country on the
northwest side of San Antonio. The golf course
is fun for new players and a real challenge
for even the best players. The clubhouse is a
perfect place to unwind and relax after your
round of golf, while the views looking down on
the 9th and 18th green are spectacular.
PALMER AWARDS
#8 “Best Courses You Can Play” State-byState (Texas) – GOLFWEEK 2015
#2 Best Courses in Texas - Golf Advisor 2014
#6 “Best Course You Can Play - Texas” - Golf
Magazine 2014
The neigboring La Cantera Resort Course
has a beautiful layout, just over 7,000 yards
in length from the championship tees. The
Morrish/Weiskopf design offers spectacular
views from beginning to end. Carved out
of the rolling hills, this golf course is fun and
challenging for all levels of golfers. Since 1995
the Resort course has offered locals and visitors
a perfect place to play golf and relax.
RESORT AWARDS
#9 Best Courses in Texas - Golf Advisor 2014
#17 “America’s Best Courses, State-by-State”
by GOLFWEEK, 2011

16 ModernLifestyles.tv

La Cantera

Hill Country Resort

New Look & New Amenities

ModernLifestyles.tv 17

L

a Cantera Hill Country
Resort, managed by
Destination Hotels,
reopened after its
multi-million dollar
transformation. The 550-acre
resort, which suspended overnight guest accommodations
in November of 2014 to conduct a series of expansive projects, again welcomes guests
with dramatic enhancements
throughout the resort.
“All elements of the resort’s
transformation have been carefully designed to elevate guest
experiences and position the
property as the preeminent resort in Texas,” said John Spomer,
vice president and managing
director, La Cantera Hill Country
Resort. “Throughout this process, we held true to our commitment to truly unforgettable
experiences and to rediscover
the Hill Country in a relaxed,
yet sophisticated setting that is
unrivalled in San Antonio.”
The resort, located on one of
the highest points of the city,
maintains its breathtaking,
one-of-a-kind view. Plaza San
Saba, the resort’s centerpiece,
features inspiring natural settings. The new Esparza lawn,
creates a picturesque backdrop
for events and weddings. Both
the resort and adult pools have
been completely redesigned
and feature expanded seating,
private cabanas, dedicated
food and beverage options
with sweeping Hill Country
views.

18 ModernLifestyles.tv

The resort’s restaurants and bars
were completely revamped
to create culinary discoveries
for every palate. Sire Bar serves
thoughtfully curated cocktails,
while guests can enjoy charcuterie offerings and other small
plates from Bocado. SweetFire
Kitchen, the resort’s primary
restaurant with an exhibition
kitchen, features private dining
rooms and al fresco dining overlooking Plaza San Saba. Primero
Cantina, adjacent to the resort
pool, offers exciting, fresh TexAmerican creations in a vibrant,
upscale environment anchored
by an indoor/outdoor bar.
The new 10,000 square foot
La Cantera Ballroom and additional meeting space brings
the resort’s total event space to
115,000 square feet. The ballroom and redesigned event areas provide unparalleled venues
for any size or type of meeting
or group gathering.
Situated atop one of the highest
points in San Antonio, overlooking the breathtaking Texas Hill
Country, sits award-winning
La Cantera Hill Country Resort.
Ideal for business and leisure
travelers alike, the resort offers
sweeping views and an endless
expanse of majestic Live Oak
groves framed by native Texas
limestone outcroppings, the
emerald fairways of two 18-hole
championship golf courses, and
sparkling pools.
For additional information on La
Cantera Hill Country Resort visit
www.lacanteraresort.com.

ModernLifestyles.tv 19
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MESO
MAYA

AUTHENTIC MEXICO

M

eso Maya offers “an adventure
into the fresh, bold and earthy
flavors of authentic interior
Mexico” with a menu inspired
by natural ingredients from
Mexico with scratch moles, adobos, salsas,
and hand-ground tortillas. The menu, created
by Executive Chef Nico Sanchez, is true to the
genuine essence of Mexico.
Chef Sanchez honed his skills at several
restaurants throughout his native country,
in states such as Veracruz, where he learned
about seafood, dried chilies, and making sauces
from scratch, and Oaxaca, where he perfected
tamale-making techniques.
The brunch menu’s Croque Señor was
named one of the “14 Hottest New Sandwiches
Around the U.S.” by Zagat. Meso Maya is known
for its distinctive hand crafted margaritas such
as the original Avocado Margarita and it offers
over 40 sipping tequilas.
There are two Meso Maya locations in Dallas
including downtown across from the Perot
Museum of Nature and Science and at Preston
Forest, 11909 Preston Road in north Dallas.
www.mesomaya.com
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Edelweiss
lodge & spa
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“Edelweiss” is a show
tune from the popular 1959 Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical
The Sound of Music.
It is named after the edelweiss, a white flower found
high in the Alps and was
sung by Captain Georg Ludwig von Trapp and his family during the concert near
the end of Act II as a defiant
statement of Austrian patriotism in the face of the pressure put upon him to join
the navy of Nazi Germany.

Which, interestingly enough,
brings us down a steep powdery slope to the base of a
mountain in Taos Ski Valley,
New Mexico. Welcome to
Edelweiss Lodge & Spa!

ModernLifestyles.tv 23

Taos
ski valley
I

n a remote corner of New
Mexico at the base of a
mountain. in the middle
of a snow storm, just days
before Christmas I made
an interesting discovery lounging
by the fire. While paging through
a coffee table book, “Ski Pioneers,”
left in our condo about the making
of Taos Ski Valley, I learned that the
ski area’s legendary founder, immigrated to America from Germany
in 1938.
24 ModernLifestyles.tv

Blake’s original name was Ernst
Hermann Bloch, and the family left
Nazi Germany on the eve of World
War II because he was Jewish. His
remarkable journey took him not
just from the Alps to the Rockies,
but from a life as an Olympics-caliber German athlete to an interrogator of Nazis in the United States
Army to founder of a world-class
ski area in a state better known for
its deserts.

With a number of initial obstacles, Taos Ski Valley gradually
took shape, from a ski hill with little
more than a rope tow and a couple
of steep runs to the world-class ski
area it is today, with 1,300 acres
spread over 110 trails serviced by
13 lifts (a new lift with additional
runs opens this year). The area, in
the Sangre de Cristo range of the
Rocky Mountains, averages about
300 inches of snow per year.

FA S H I O N
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Taos’ distance from a major city
has helped keep its intimate feel.
It doesn’t have a ritzy atmosphere
or cookie-cutter base village, and
it lacks the crowds that have made
skiing at other resorts as much
about waiting in line as schussing.
Even with new owners Blake’s
legacy is still palpable on the
mountain. Four ski trails are named
after the German officers who tried
to assassinate Hitler in July 1944.
One slope, Al’s Run, is named for a

L E I S U R E

|

D I N I N G

Jewish doctor friend of Blake’s who
supported the development of
Taos. And, of course, the mountain
is still filled with Blake family members, whom you might spot working the register at the cafeteria or
leading a ski lesson for kids. Until
Blake’s death in 1989, he was doing
some of those things himself.
So, here I was, nestled in the
middle of all this history in a lodge
named Edelweiss, the aforementioned white flower in the Alps
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sung in the Sound of Music. In
fact later, when I was on top of the
mountain looking out over the
valley, I could hear Julie Andrews
somewhere in the distance. Perhaps a little out of breath due to
the altitude. Sure this might have
been a stretch, but the thought
enthralled me.

ModernLifestyles.tv 25

luxury
accommodations

THE EDELWEISS LODGE
Opened in 2005, this lodge
at the base of the mountain took
the place of a 1960s classic chalet.
Now, it’s a brand new condo-hotel.
The condominiums are upscale,
each with a flagstone fireplace
and full kitchen with marble countertops, stainless steel appliances,
and many with nice views of the
slopes. All have luxury furnishings
decorated in earth tones. For those
looking for an upscale stay, this is
your choice. Hotel rooms follow
with the same luxury as the condos. Rooms are medium size with
comfortable beds and mediumsize baths.
Check the website for a glimpse
of the rooms and other facilities
including underground parking,
wireless internet access, a full spa,
an excellent restaurant, and -- get
this -- valet service for your skis,
add to the appeal. The concierge
will be happy to arrange for ski lessons with the first rate ski school as
well as lift tickets.

PHOTOS Jeff Caven Photography
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The Edelweiss spacious, tastefully-decorated one, two and
three-bedroom condos feature
stunning mountain views.
Each condo has its own individual style with varying bedding arrangements and they
feature gas flagstone fireplaces,
satellite television, DVD players,
high-speed internet access, fully-equipped gourmet kitchens,
washers/dryers, and fine linens.
Edelweiss also has convenient
underground parking, fitness
center with cedar sauna, day
spa services, complimentary
ski valet service, personal boot
lockers and a family game
room with billards and foosball.

ModernLifestyles.tv 27

spa
retreat

THE EDELWEISS SPA
Edelweiss Spa specializes in
custom deep tissue massage as
well as an assortment of Eastern Massage (Thai and Balinese
Massage). The massage therapy
team is comprised of advanced
body workers with at least 10
years of experience.
They also offer private and
small group yoga classes and
they design retreats for groups.
Retreats can be combined with
lodging and meal packages. I
would recommend contacting
the Spa Director for more information. The spa is open to the
public as well as guests.

28 ModernLifestyles.tv

lounge

cuisine & libations
THE BLONDE BEAR TAVERN
Also on-site, The Blonde Bear
Tavern has a bar, lounge area, and
dining room for Après Ski bites
and drinks as well as a full dinner
menu presented by Chef John
Mudder. The lobby game room
has a television, pool table and
foosball to keep the kids entertained. Café Naranja is open daily
through the winter for breakfast
and lunch as well as offering an
assortment of snacks, drinks and
beer, wine and liquor.
800.458.8754
stay@edelweisslodgeandspa.com
www.edelweisslodgeandspa.com
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THE TALE OF TWO CITIES
WORDS RICHARD S POLLAK PHOTOS SOURCE
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A

t the tip of Baja California
Sur you will find the dual
destination of Los Cabos.
Wondering why they call
it a dual destination? Part of the fun
comes with exploring the region’s
two dramatically distinct personas.
Tranquil San Jose del Cabo retains the
look and vibe of an authentic Mexican
town. Cobblestone streets, intimate
restaurants and boutiques radiate
from the central main square and
mission church. Rambunctious Cabo
San Lucas, on the other end of the
highway (called the Corridor), is party
central with funky bars and the slick
Luxury Avenue Mall centered around
the marina. With two cities comes a
tale of two destinations in one!
ModernLifestyles.tv 33

North American’s often refer to Los
Cabos as Land’s End as it is located
on the southernmost tip of the
Baja Peninsula south of California.
Thanks to its close proximity to the
U.S., Los Cabos has been greatly
influenced by North America in
terms of developments, shopping
malls, real estate and vibe. However,
the remarkable setting where
the sapphire Sea of Cortez meets
desert and mountains is unique to
Los Cabos.

34 ModernLifestyles.tv

Consisting of the towns of Cabo
San Lucas and San José del Cabo, in
Baja California Sur, this destination
has an important influence of
American culture, so that, except
for its natural beauty and the
warmth of its people, it might seem
an American beach destination.
The weather is divine, about 78ºF
on average, representing one of
the main attractions. The food, the
charm and the great resorts makes
it the perfect destination from
both the west coast and the entire
southwest.

ModernLifestyles.tv 35

Accessible from the Medano Beach or marina
in Cabo San Lucas, El Arco (The Arch), is the
remarkable rock formation rising out of the Sea
of Cortez that has become the iconic landmark
of Los Cabos To reach Playa del Amor (Lover’s
Beach) at El Arco you’ll need to hire one of the
many water taxis, glass-bottom boats, kayaks
or Jet Skis. Seals hang out on the rocks and, if
the waters are calm, you might want to bring
snorkeling gear. This is a particularly romantic
place to be at either sunrise or sunset, and
probably the most photographed stretch of
sand, rock and sea anywhere in Mexico. The
Sea of Cortez is a Cobalt Blue body of water
surrounded by a sandy white beach.
36 ModernLifestyles.tv

Near downtown San Lucas, facing a string of
beachfront all-inclusive resorts, Medano Beach
is beach party central and the place to Jet Ski,
ride a banana boat, water ski, parasail and more.
Chileno Beach is recommended for families,
snorkelers and divers. Playa Costa Azul is a
surfer’s paradise and Playa Palmilla, tucked into
a protected cove near San Jose and the One
& Only Palmilla resort, is ideal for evening out
your tan, snorkleling and diving. The exclusive
One & Only concept is rated as the top Hotel
,resort company in the world. After dining for
3 days at Jean Georges Vongerichten’s five
star restaurant and the Best International Spa
according to Conde Nast Travel there is no
better place in all of Mexico!

ModernLifestyles.tv 37

HIDDEN HILLS

$14.5 Million Estate
38 ModernLifestyles.tv

F

amous singer
and actress
Jennifer Lopez
has one last
thing to do
before she
begins her
tenure at the Las Vegas’ Planet
Hollywood in 2016—sell her
Hidden Hills, Calif., home.

ModernLifestyles.tv 39

J. Lo had originally
listed her 3.13acre estate for $17
million, but now
the entertainer has
lowered the price to
$14.5 million.
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Lopez bought the
home with thenhusband Marc
Anthony in 2010
for $8.2 million.
She made several
modifications to the
17,129-square-foot
home while living
there and working as
a judge on American
Idol in nearby Los
Angeles.
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The house and
its expansive
entertainment
pavilion have 9
bedrooms, 11 full
bathrooms, and
two half baths.
Connected by a
covered breezeway,
the entertainment
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pavilion features
a one-bedroom,
one-bathroom staff
suite, 20-seat movie
theater, professional
recording studio,
dance studio/gym,
and a lounge area
with a full bar and
private poker nook.
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Don’t worry, Lopez
won’t be homeless
when her manicured
estate eventually
sells. The Bronx-born
star currently owns
an 8,500-squarefoot mansion in the
Hamptons and a
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6,540-square-foot
penthouse duplex
near Madison Square
Park in New York
City, where she’s
neighbors with
former first daughter
Chelsea Clinton.
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Dean
Fearing

WORDS ANDREW CHALK

O

ne of the effects, some would
say the measure of the effect,
of cultivating a culinary reputation is a chain of protégés.
Some of these in turn develop their own reputations, and concomitant
lists of protégés, embellishing that of the
mentor. Protégés may be as tenuously attached to the mentor as followers of one’s
style of cooking through books and articles. Some chefs, indeed, become acknowledged as the father’s of a school of cuisine.
More likely, one’s protégés of the first order
are former reports in the kitchen who, while
they may have started as a lowly apprentice or commis in the brigade, rise to head
their own kitchen (and maybe occupy their
own pedestal) later in their career.

Culinary Family Tree
48 ModernLifestyles.tv
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In this series we are going to
look at mentor of cuisine in Dallas.
A handful of names suggest themselves. One who would certainly
be on everybody’s list is Dean
Fearing, executive chef/owner of
Fearing’s at The Ritz-Carlton Dallas. A feature of the Dallas culinary
landscape for over 30 years, he
originally got public mindshare
as executive chef at The Mansion
Restaurant at The Rosewood Mansion on Turtle Creek. Famously, in Kevin Ascolese, Princi Italia (Dallas)
2007, he upped sticks to open his
eponymous restaurant at The RitzCarlton.
Composing a list of protégés
from this bio alone is challenging
but is unlikely to do him justice
as he was also one of the “Gang
of Four” founders of New Southwestern Cuisine (the others being
Dallas chef Stephan Pyles, Houston
chef Robert Del Grande and cookbook author Anne Lindsay Greer).
The books, public appearances,
cooking classes and TV shows
likely influenced a long, but unfor- Eric Dreyer, Fearing’s (Dallas)
tunately undocumentable, list of
future chefs.
So roll the credits. On the
next page is a list of people who
worked for Dean Fearing and
where they are now. Lots of stars
here...

Cameron West, The West Table Kitchen and Bar (Lubbock)
50 ModernLifestyles.tv
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DEAN FEARING CULINARY FAMILY TREE
Kevin Ascolese, Princi Italia (Dallas)
Nick Badovinus, Neighborhood Services (Dallas)
Blythe Beck, Kitchen LTO (Dallas)
David Bull, Restaurant Congress (Austin)
Jay Castel, Stephan Pyles (Dallas)
Marc Cassel, 20 Feet Seafood Joint (Dallas)
Richard Chamberlain, Chamberlain’s Steak and Chop House (Dallas)
Jody Denton, Merenda Restaurant and Wine Bar (Dallas)
Eric Dreyer, Fearing’s (Dallas)
Graham Elliot, Graham Elliot Bistro (Chicago)
Joel Harrington, Bolsa (Dallas)
Kelly Hightower, OSO Food & Wine (Dallas)
Danny O’Leary, Baker’s Ribs (Dallas)
Kent Rathbun, Abacus (Dallas)
Nathan Tate, Boulevardier (Dallas)
Joe Venezia, Hotel D’Amici Ristorante (Calistoga)
Randall Warder, Clark Food & Wine Co (Dallas)
Cameron West, The West Table Kitchen and Bar (Lubbock)
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KIN
KIN
URBAN
OFF THE MENU

WORDS RICHARD S POLLAK PHOTOS KIN KIN URBAN
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K

in Kin Urban Thai’s
Executive Chef and owner,
Eddy Thretipthuangsin has
married the traditions of
his families recipes from
his Thailand home with contemporary
culinary skills to create innovative Thai
dishes with a twist. His Thai “Features
Menu” is unlike any Thai restaurant on
this earth. Chef Eddy has created a KIn
Kin Burger with Sticky Rice cake buns
plus the use of Pork Belly,Ribs,Beef
Stew and BBQ Chicken proteins.
The Braised Pork Belly appetizer
was the hit of the night. No other Thai
restaurant is so inspired by the urban
vibe of Thai culture to experience your
new favorite Pad Thai.
According to Chef and his
mom, who works beside him in the
kitchen,”our passion is simple: “Life is
full of flavor and Kin Kin Urban Thai
gives you an opportunity to relish
every bite.
We were passed an array of
standard appetizers such as the
handmade Dumplings, Chicken
Meatballs and Bangkok Shrimp. What
made them exceptional was the Duck
in the Dumplings,the texture of the
meatballs and the sauce that covered
those precious Shrimp Bangkok style!
The only Chef in town that comes
close to this menu is my girl Uno
Immanivong,the sexyist Chef is Dallas
with her creative Asian inspired fusion.
The unique menu starts with
their version of a Thai burger made
of Certified Angus Beef , Sticky Rice,
Romaine Lettuce, Tomato, Pickled
Onion, Garlic Cilantro Soy Glaze. It is
recommended to be paired with a
libation from the Asian-inspired liquid
kitchen.
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Chef Eddy explores non
traditional Thai protein like his
Eggplant Prik PaoTofu which is
made with Japanese Eggplant,
Thai Basil, Bamboo, Bell Pepper and
Smoked Chili. The Thai BBQ Chicken
is Roasted BBQ Chicken, Thai Chili,
Herbs, Lime Thai Garlic Pork. PanSeared, Marinated Chili Garlic Pork,
Onion and Cilantro. In Texas, you
eat Ribs and their Five-Spice Ribs
are Marinated Grilled Spare Rib
with Baby Bok Choy covered in a
Garlic Cilantro Soy Glaze. The home
style Short Rib Green Curry consists
of Braised Short Rib, Green Curry,
Bamboo Shoot, Apple Eggplant and
Anaheim Pepper with Thai Basil.
The comforting Massaman Beef
Stew is one of mom’s best where
she uses Braised Beef, Massaman
Curry, Coconut Milk, Sweet Potato,
Chickpea, Roasted Peanut, Cherry
Tomato, and Tamarind for Thai
comfort food.
From the grill, their Grilled
Beef Nam Tok was Grilled Beef
Tenderloin, Smoked Chili, Red
Onion, Cherry Tomato, Mint, Toasted
Rice and Lime Juice which was
about the best Entree you could
imagine. But we look forward to
tasting the Thai Shrimp Clay Pot on
our next visit when it is prepared
with Simmered Shrimp, Clear
Noodle, Celery, Black Pepper,Shitake
Mushroom in a Light Ginger Soy
broth.
The Shrimp Asparagus is a StirFried Jumbo Shrimp then they add
Shiitake Mushroom and Grilled
Asparagus. Around town everyone
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serves a Grilled Salmon but at
Kin Kin its in a Ginger Soy with
,Grilled Salmon, Sweet Soy Ginger
Glaze and Seasonal Vegetable The
Thai Branzino in Lemon Herbs is
a Steamed Whole Branzino with
Garlic, Thai seasoning. We loved
the traditional Pork Thai Garlic Pork
which is Pan-Seared, Marinated Chili
Garlic Pork, Onion, Cilantro. There
are also the standard Rice, Noodles,
Stir Fry and Curries to order with
Chicken, Pork, Tofu or Shrimp. At
the Bar, which used to house
Cyclone Anaya Mexican Restaurant,
they call it the Liquids Kitchen with
Tom Yum Bloody Mary of Lemon
grass Infused Vodka,
Bloody Mary Mix and Sriracha.
The Bangkok Mule mixes Vodka,
Homemade Ginger Syrup and
Soda. My Urban Thai Cosmo was
Orange Vodka, Cranberry blended
with Lime Juice. A Pomegranate
Mojito had Fresh Mint, Rum, Pama
and Lime Juice. The
Bangkokification is Watermelon
Liquor, Cucumber Vodka and
Homemade Sour Mix. A traditional
Mhai Thai uniquely adds Banana,
Orange, Pineapple, Light & Thai
,Spice Rum . There is also a full after
dinner drink menu of Grenadine
Café Thai-Mex ,Avion Espresso, Thai
Coffee, Cinnamon Lychee Margarita
and the Tequila, Soho Lychee with
Fresh Lime. It is a Thai Bar like no
other in Dallas.
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Enter The Big Dog Reds
WORDS Andrew Chalk PHOTO Steve Kennedy

T

hinking of some powerful
cabernet sauvignon wines
for fall dinners? Here are
four that came by our office
recently that are worth a
look. They even come at four different
price points, from $31 to over $200.
We tasted the wines first on their own,
and then paired them with roast leg
of lamb from Hirsch’s Specialty Meats
cooked with slices of garlic and sprigs
of rosemary inserted in the flesh.
2013 Treana Red Wine, Paso Robles,
CA ($24-$31)
Deep blood-red color presages
bright fruit on the nose with blackberries, and redcurrants. There is also a bacon note attributable likely to the 25%
Syrah in the blend. In the mouth the
wine has velvety tannins that make it
easy to drink now, although it will age,
likely for up to a decade.
Winemaker Austin Hope reports that
2013 harvest conditions were near perfect. “The wines from 2013 have great
color, flavors and tannin structure” he
reports. The grapes were fermented
individually and given a period of
extended maceration to extract color
and tannin. Ageing was in small French
oak barrels (65% new, 35% once-used)
for 13 months. The blend was then
created and given an additional two
months ageing. Production 7,000
cases.
2012 cade ‘Napa Valley’ Cabernet
Sauvignon, Napa Valley, CA ($64)
Intense dark ruby color. Nose of
blackberries, thyme, cherry and coffee.
The tightly woven mouthfeel needs
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time to become more expressive but
the tannins make this an enjoyable
wine to drink now. Toasty oak nuances
also come through in the mouth and
the fruity finish is long lasting.
The grape blend here is 78% cabernet sauvignon, 13% petit verdot
and 9% malbec. The fruit comes from
several prominent vineyards in the valley. Note the lowercase ‘cade’. That indicates valley floor fruit in the winery’s
naming scheme. Uppercase ‘CADE’
would indicate mountain fruit. The
wine was aged in 100% French small
oak barrels (42% new) for 18 months
with quarterly racking. Production:
5800 cases.
Note: I also tasted this wine the week
prior to this tasting while at the winery
with consistent notes.
2012 Odette Estate Cabernet Sauvignon, Stag’s Leap District, Napa Valley, CA ($98)
A dark red color, almost black with a
red hue, presages an intense mouthful
of dark fruit. Notably blackcurrant and
dark cherry. Hints of anise and mocha
in the nose complement these fruit
notes. The intensity of the fruit flavors
does not result in the impact of a fist.
Remarkably, this is the most graceful
and feminine style of the wines in this
tasting. Should still age for a decade as
there are tannins, ostentatious though
they be.
The vineyards for this wine can be
viewed from the windows of the tasting room on the Silverado Trail stretching from the road back to the foothills
that lead to Atlas Peak. The blend is
75% cabernet sauvignon, 14% merlot,
11% cabernet franc.

Note: I also tasted this wine the week
prior to this tasting while at the winery
with consistent notes.
2012 Inglenook ‘Rubicon’, Rutherford, Napa Valley , CA ($210)
In the early postwar period Inglenook was sine qua non among Napa
estate wineries and Rubicon was its
flagship wine. The winery fell off after
multiple ownership changes but the
whole estate was finally rejoined by
Francis Ford Coppola in 2011 after over
35 years of effort. His objective is to reestablish Rubicon among the top tier
of California cabernet wines.
One is struck by the ripeness of the
fruit in this wine. The tannins are fairly
intense and juicy in character. The fruit
is intense in the mouth with a power
and presence. There are hints of raspberry and redcurrant and a long, complex finish.
The blend is 90% cabernet sauvignon and 10% petit verdot from several different vineyards. Aged in 80%
new small French oak barrels for 18
months. Production 3,500 cases.
All of the wines were great paired
with the roast lamb. If anything, the fat
and salt on the lamb ameliorated the
tannins, making the wines more desirable.
There you have it. a choice between
four good wines. How you decide will
be a matter of your taste and budget.
Personally, I would buy the Rubicon to
put away for a decade, the Odette for
its sophisticated elegance, the cade to
put away for five years and the Treana
as my new daily cabernet drinker. But
that is just my palate.
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Garrison Brothers
Single Barrel Texas
Whiskey Is a
National Sellout
WORDS ANDREW CHALK
Caskers.com Sells Out of Garrison Brothers Single Barrel Bourbon
in Under 12 Hours
Winner of the Whiskey Bible’s 2014 Micro Whiskey of the Year award
and the first legal whiskey distillery out of Texas, Garrison Brothers
Bourbon Whiskey introduced their single barrel bourbon, sold by
the barrel, earlier this year to Texas and then the nation and the
response has been huge. Buyers were (are) invited to the ranch
in Hye, Texas to taste from the 342 barrels to decide which they
would purchase, each barrel yielding anywhere between 48 and 81
bottles depending on the angel’s share of the barrel. Now, only 99
barrels remain, one of which, yielding 51 bottles, went to Caskers.
com, the nation’s best online distributor of artisanal craft spirits.
Every bottle is designed with a silver star on the bottle face and
includes a customizable silver label with the buyer’s name, in this
case reading “Hand-selected by Master Distiller Donnis Todd for
Caskers Members.” Ranging from $5,300 to $8,900 and at around
$100 a bottle, each barrel takes 4 weeks to 4 months from the time
the reservation is placed so those who were lucky enough to purchase through Caskers.com in those hours are the only bottle holders through Caskers.com for at least a few more months, pending
barrel availability.
The Single Barrel Bourbon from Garrison Brothers is a three-yearold, 94-proof big brother to its flagship Garrison Brothers Texas
Straight Bourbon Whiskey and just like its predecessor, it is made
from organic Panhandle corn, soft red winter wheat, two-row malted barley and pure, clean Hill Country rainwater.
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Moët et Chandon
Collaborates with
Milan Artist for
Stunning Bottle Design

It’s the ultimate encounter between two stylish universes. Just
launched, the Moët Nectar Impérial Rosé x Marcelo Burlon collaboration unites two stylish universes that are setting the pace for the
party scene. The number one selling rose champagne in the U.S.
is truly for those who indulge without boundaries, while a host of
global fashion and lifestyle authorities feel the story behind Burlon’s
unconventional designer line is quite similar having most recently
been compared with visionary labels Off-White and Hood by Air.

WORDS Andrew Chalk

The Patagonian born, Milanese-based designer brings together
the worlds of art, music, and business through his mashup of street
meets high fashion designs. In just two seasons, Burlon’s electrify-
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ing designs for County of Milan have attracted a diverse following of tastemakers including Kanye West, Rita Ora, Drake, LeBron
James and Bar Refaeli, and influential friends/collaborators like Raf
Simons, Russell Westbrook and former roommate, Riccardo Tisci.
The Tiger Collection
The Moët Nectar Impérial Rosé x Marcelo Burlon collaboration depicts the tiger on each of its three limited edition
bottle designs - an elegant, nocturnal animal that is featured
prominently in Marcelo Burlon’s street fashion brand, County
of Milan, and corresponds perfectly with the Nectar Impérial
Rose lifestyle. Images attached.

The Tiger Bottle Collection is available at Sherry-Lehmann Wine & Spirits
(www.sherry-lehmann.com) in three
uniquely designed formats: the Platinum Tiger Jeroboam (SRP: $2,499), the
Golden Tiger Magnum (SRP: $199) and
the Copper Tiger Bottle (SRP: $59.99).
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Schnell’s White Wine
Picks for Fall 2015
WORDS Karol Wilson

S

chnell Blanton really loves wine.
While she searched for a wine
club to join and couldn’t find
the right one, she started her
own – The African American
Wine Tasting Society – and
grew the membership to more than 200
members. The goal were to learn about
and taste wines from all over the world in
a non-pretentious setting. But one of her
friends told her she was on the wrong side
of the business, and now she is CEO of Imperial Beverage Group with offices in Dallas
and Houston. Imperial is a distributor of
wine and spirits with a focus on identifying
and promoting exceptional small estate
sales that represent an excellent value.
A couple of Schnell’s white wine picks for
this fall follow. She recommends serving
whites at approximately 50 degrees which
brings out the acidity. If the wine gets too
warm, the alcohol taste may come forward
and not the fruit or acidity you want.
2012 La Fiera Pinot Grigio – Veneto, Italian. “At $9.99 at most Whole Foods stores,
it greatly over-delivers for its price point.”
Schnell says it pairs well with pasta in
cream or olive oil and shrimp, as well as
soft cheeses.
2012 Tranquilo Cellars – 100% Texas
wine. This wine is made in the Cap Rock
High Plains in west Texas where the high
sea level combined with the cool nights
is mandatory for a quality wine. “If you’ve
never found a Texas wine you like, you will
be impressed with this one,” says Schnell.
The wine is a blend of Chenin Blanc, Viognier, and Muscat Canelli grapes grown in
Texas and has delicate fruity and citrus flavors blended just so and available at Spec’s
for around $12.99 per bottle.
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Other wines to try are the 2013 Fire
Road Sauvignon Blanc from Malborough, New Zealand, which Schnell
refers to as a perfect “patio drink” and
a 2012 Vision Cellars White Wine,
Santa Lucia Highlands, California. Both
are in the $13 – 19 price range.
Does Schnell subscribe to the white
wines with white meat or seafood
and red wines with red meat or heavy
sauces? Not really. “I say step out
and try something different. Have a
Pinot Noir with grilled pork chops. Although it’s light in color, it is complex
in a nature,” she says. “A good rule to
consider: a lighter wine pairs well with
lighter fare. Your robust wines pair
better with heavy sauces and heavier
meats,” she continued.
“When you feel more confident
with your wine knowledge, I say not
to stick by the rules. Create your own.”
Enjoy your fall wines!
Schnell Blanton
Imperial Beverage Group
(214) 688-WINE (9463)
Ibevgroup.com
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Best Luxury Watches
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In an innovative year for luxury watches, these are the best in the world.
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New York Fashion Week
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Calvin Klein
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J Mendel
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Marc Jacobs
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Nanette Lepore
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Oscar de la Renta
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Proenza Schouler
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Ralph Lauren
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The Blondes
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Narciso Rodriguez
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2015 Porsche Mission E Concept Car
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P

orsche’s first all-electric four-seat sports
car has made its debut at the 2015 IAA
in Frankfurt. The luxury brand’s Mission
E concept vehicle features an 800-volt
drive system with more than 600 hp
for the ultimate in performance.
With all-wheel drive and steering, the
Porsche concept will be able to speed
from zero to 62 mph in just under 3.5
seconds.
The lithium-ion battery only takes 15 minutes to charge and
is conveniently mounted in the car’s underbody. Because of

the battery’s updated technology, it runs the length
between the front and rear axles so the weight is
distributed evenly.
A new front-end sports reduced sculpting
reminiscent of the 918 Spyder, while the interior
is just as alluring with race bucket seats, a curved
center console, and technological advancements.
Drivers will enjoy eye tracking and gesture control
for easy use of tech, navigation, and additional
features.
Although a threat to Tesla’s super-powered
reputation, it’s quite a bit slower than the Model S’s
Ludicrous Mode, which can reach 60 mph in only
2.8 seconds. Tesla is ahead for now, but expect the
Germans—with their meticulous engineering—to
give it a run for its money.
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2015 Porsche Mission E Concept Car
The concept car combines
the unmistakable emotional
design of a Porsche with
excellent
performance
and the forward-thinking
practicality of the first
800-volt drive system.
Key specification data of
this fascinating sports car:
four doors and four single
seats, over 600 hp (440 kW)
system power and over
500 km driving range. Allwheel drive and all-wheel
steering, zero to 100 km/h
acceleration in under 3.5
seconds and a charging
time of around 15 minutes
to reach an 80 per cent
charge of electrical energy.
Instruments are intuitively
operated by eye-tracking
and gesture control, some
even via holograms – highly
oriented toward the driver
by automatically adjusting
the displays to the driver’s
position.
SOURCE Porsche
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JUST ANOTHER HOMERUN FOR AUDI

2016 AUDI A7 TDI
WORDS JIM SHERMAN
PHOTOS JASON GILMORE
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A

udi makes great cars. We all know that. It’s
tough to find a person that is truly antiAudi. This TDI® clean diesel engine, for
now, is not caught up in that Volkswagen
emissions snafu. It is the 3.0L with urea injection.
Enough about politics.
As you approach the car it screams Audi, with
its big front grill, the familiar four circles, slim and
menacing headlights and smooth lines. It’s nice to
see that Audi branded the look and has stuck with
it for so many years now.
From the driver’s seat, everything is laid out
where you’d expect it. Climate controls are easy to
understand and logical. The infotainment system
welcomes you when the screen emerges from the
dash. Every modern Audi sedan I have driven has
basically the same layout so there were no long
moments of “I wonder what this does?”
I set up my phone and radio stations with ease.
The sound system is adequate. There are options for
upgrading it and if you are a music aficionado you
may want to go in that direction. The navigation
system is easy to use with a very large screen. That
same screen also helps with seeing the multiple
views from the cameras discreetly mounted on the
exterior of the A7, which make parking a breeze.
Talking and listening on the phone system was
clear, and it helped that the cabin noise at nearly
any speed was quite low. There is a heads up
display that projects your speed as well as next turn
from the navigation on the windshield. One note
though if you have cheap polarized sunglasses
you’ll have a hard time seeing it.
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My first impression as I started it up is that you
definitely know it’s a diesel. It’s not loud but you can
tell it’s a diesel under there and that’s okay. I reset all
the internal fuel consumption computers so I could
get a relatively accurate indication of the efficiency.

(429 ft/lbs). With the Quattro all wheel drive, it just rockets
out of the hole. The pull tapers off as you reach its comically
low redline of around 4500 rpm. The first five gears are
close enough that it can pull without drastic rpm changes,
keeping it in a power band. When you get to the overdrive
gears (6-8) the efficiency starts to increase as the engine
Speaking of fuel efficiency, let me tell you, it was settles in at a cruising rpm.
mind-boggling. I don’t drive conservatively at all. I
was expecting 27-29 mpg, at best, on the highway Would I buy one? I’ll say this about it – if you’re shopping
and much lower with my trips to downtown Dallas. for a luxury sport sedan in the $100k range, don’t let this
My first road trip produced a staggering 35-mpg Audi’s lower MSRP fool you. The A7 is done right and is a
average, an feat typically reserved for the meek, serious market segment contender.
underpowered hybrids. Now, this is the baffling part
– 32 mpg was my test drive average. That is city, Test drive miles: 528
highway, country roads and a morning at the track.
Average mpg: 32
Oh, but what about the power, you ask? It’s a diesel
so at a very low rpm it starts to produce a mountain
of torque. Like stump-pulling, monster truck torque
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